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!cial aspect of the story uppermost.
| clearly not because the man had gained'no
|interest on the money that he was blamed, it
was becanse he never tried to win any; it was
the utter moral listlessness, the indifference,
or indolence, about the whole affair, which
deserved the censure. No man is to be blamed
r | for failure, because it is not given to mortals
to command suceess; but every man is to be
blamed for those actions or inactivities which
vourt failure or make success impossible. In

THE ADVOCA
of the doctrines v
the Signs of the

the Second Advent of Christ
Times, the duty of mankind to

observe the Bible Sabbath (the seventh day of the
week,) together with the other commandmen.sof
God, the Nature of Man, his Unconscious state
in death, the End of the Wicked, the Earth re-
stored to it original glory and condition as the
future inheritance aud abode of the redeemed and
the Kingdom of God, Faith, Repentunce, the
surrection, Redemption,
the Prophecies, the Christian Life, and kindred

Tuture Judgment,the F

Bible subjects.

« .
1 Am With You Alway.’
7Tis sweet to read the promise he hath given
To cheer our hearts along the pilgrim way ;
But sweeter far to know its blest fulfillment,
And humbly walk with Jesus day by day.
To walk with Jesus! who shall tell the gladuess
Of those whose daily life the Master shares ?
Who hear his voice so full of love and pity,
And rest oa him their burdens and their cares.
Aud this is mine—the joy of knowing Jesus,
And walking in the sunlight of his smile,
Mine is the peace that floweth like a river,
Deeper and broader growing all the while,
No more a transient guest my Savier cometh,
To bless we but a while and then depart;
But with me now he evermore abideth,
And with his own glad presence fills my heart.
Sometimes, when busy with my daily labor,
Yet thinking of the mighty love he bore;
Some precious promise unto me he giveth,
Oft-read, perbaps, but never mine before.
.
I know not why he gives his chofcest blessings
To one so undeserviag of his love ;
But, since he calls, with willing feet I hasten,
Content and glad to hear him say, ‘well done.’
Content to walk in paths of his own choosing,
Since he will hold my hand along the way ;
Content o know that ['m journeying homeward,
Andbrighter grows the pilgrim's patle each day.
==Sel.
R PP

The Unprofitable Servant.

THE story, no doubt, points the morel of
wasted or unseen powers. No man has a right
to bury his talents, whether great or small
1t is not only unwisdom, but it is a kind of
fraud against natare. If God does with us
as we with candles, and are not lighted for
ourselves, then to lose the chance of shed-
ding some little beams of brightness on God’s
world is to rob the world of some of God’s
light.  The story, no doubt, points the moral
of wasted or unused powers; but there is an-
other charm about the story, and I find my
thoughts ranning after it. I like to note the
moral characteristics of this unprofitable ser-

vant.  We may lose some of the best teach-
ing by keeping what I may call the commer-

is devoted to the promulgation

the ultimate analysis of human life, the things
for which men are blamed are just the things
)| for which they ought to be blamed. The cen-
sure does not fall on the man becaunse he had
little; the one talent, the five talents, the ten
talents, are accidental elements, so to speak,
in the story; the essential pointis the moral
energy and the moral feeling of the men in
the face of responsibility and opportunity.
The circumstances in which they were placed
tested them: their moral fibre was brought
to exercise} and, as a result, the unprofitable
servant was discovered to be a poor, paltry-
minded, vain, cowardly, evasive, ignoble man.
I have called him vain. I think the epithet
is deserved. He never tried to turn his talent
to account because 1t was so small. The plea
was after this fashion: If I had been given
the ten talents, I should have done much.
His vanity imagines that he was fit to be en-
trusted with greater responsibilities and ad-
vantages. This is not an uncommon form of
vanity. We imagine how easily we should
be able to achieve great results if we had
great resources at our command; we have the
effrontery to believe that we could successful-
ly farm some thousands of acres while our
poor little three-arce plot is untilled and
fruitless,

I have called him cowardly. It springs out
of the previous thought. The heroiec man does
not refuse to use his opportunities because

| they are small, As a matter of fact, the stim-

ulus which comes from straitened means is
ofton—I had almostsaid always—greater than
that which comes from great possessions.
The men on whom much depends,—the head
of the large banking house, the commander
of vast armies,—have far greater reasons for
hesitation about risks than the clerk or the
subaltern. This one talented man had so lit-
tle to risk that it might well become him to
be ventuwresome, We may be sure that if his
heroism was not equal to the offort to do some-
thing with his one talent, he would readily
have found plausible excuses for not trading
vigorously with five talents or ten. The trutE
is that the great successes whicl .startle the
world come more frequently from the men
who start with the one talent than from those
who start with the five or the ten, The mil
lionaires of to-day were not all men born in

dollar on some little venture.

1t was

purple and fine linen, and given bank-notes
to play with in their cradles; they were men
who came to London with the often-quoted
half-crown in their pockets, or who rambled
about the quaysof New Yorkin search of
work, or ready to stake their solitary Lalf-

1 have called him evasive. His cowardice
'Jeads to that intellectual dishonesty which not
'only refuses to look duty in the face, but

| evades looking it in the face by raising false
issues, or by glossing over facts, or by false-
coloring them. He begins to argue the case
—_a fatal thing when the duty of action is
clear. e argues that he is unfairly situated;
more is expected of him than he can possibly
accomplish; it is so absurd to expect results
from one who has such small chances as he
has. This evasiveness of spirit is a sign of
moral deterioration. When a man indulges
in the habit of blaming circumstances,instead
of taking himself to tesk, he has ceased to
climb upwards. He has begun to be intel-
lectually dishonest; he is corrupting his in-
telligence at the bidding of his cowardice:
I have called him ignoble. Ungenerous
and base are his thoughts; having settled it
in his mind that he is hardly used, over-
matched by circumstances, he begins to in-
dulge in petulance and in unworthy thoughts
of his master. Tt is his master who is to
blame,—-a hard unreasonable person, who ex-
pects impossibilities, and grinds the face of
his servants, demanding, like another Phara-
oh, results without material, bricks when he
bas supplied no straw, harvests when he has
sown no seed, usury when he has bestowed
next to no capital. He is unjust and ungen-
erous in his thoughts; he thinks false things
of his Lord, and we see that the base thoughts
which he indulges in are founded simply on
his own wounded vanity, indolence, and cow-
ordice. The radical want of nobility in his
character is shown perhaps most of all in this
that, not content with being listless, idle, cow-
axdly, he begins to shelter himself beneath a
caricature of the master who gave him the
opportunity of doing something by entrusting
him with the talent which he has never at.
tempted to use.
+ He has been tried, and found wanting. It
is not, however, because his talent has gained
no usury, that he is found wanting. It is, in-
deed, avcond.emnation that he has done no
good with lis opportunity; but his worse con-
tfl:lm‘:ﬁt;xfxll h‘e‘s in tl_ns, that he st:nnds revealed
what he is. His character is discovéred;
b it it
ps One, exceojltuﬁi?c?uliamns recklessly at ev-
ot oo lm o ::tte & b;sely and falsely ac-
thing::and well meritizgvl:iso gle:ceri;:iysz ?'}:‘y.
wicked aud slothful servant,’ ¢ "
e oyt A A
¢ a
spiritual life of men, s
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h has been aimed
It(;ms been said that she fos-
and more femini i

b_ut that she pays little hemlx:(:n:;\):s:l rvti‘:(i}lse‘
virfues yvhich are of so much importance in
scoial life. 1t is all very well, it is said, for
men to be gentle and loving, pure-hearted
and forgiving; but for ordinary life we want

fortitude and firmnesg, Flabby goodness is a

and
story of the one talent is answer

poor substitate for manli
But the o
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to do without the flattering smile of fortune,
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despairing grief.

Turn fortune, turn thy wheel with smile or

like his rain,upon the evi
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whose love was so full of wisdom, who as-

signed to men the measure of their powers

Le will not go to Ghvis!
would only go, he coul
lite freely.

Agam Ohrist saye: 1
if any man enter iny e
imagine a sheepfold-—
the door, but outside,
the lamb and ready tc
shepherd from within
enter aud yon will b
heeds not that invitin
why lions wers made
to devour them. and
if e Joves his lambs,
kill the lion. Such a
could be sosilly, wou
multitudes who linge
churches, Christ is
open door, e invi

to enter by him; tha
be caved. But the
condition must be m
easy and simple is n
jt. On the contrary
all the more inexcu
‘Once more Paul v

frown,

With that wild wheel we go not up nor down:

Qur hoard is little,but oux hearts ave great.
Suiile, and w= sinile, the lords of many lands;
Frown,and we smile,the lords of our own hands

Tor man is man, and master of his fate.

Itis the man whose heart is great even
when his hoard is little who has within him
the stuff out of which heroes are made. The
man with the one talent, murmuring that
things were against him, shows that his heart
is matched by his hoard. Both are little;
but the heart besides being little, is mean al-
so. Ho allows fate to master him; be is less
than man. There is no honor for such a man.
Against such pusillanimous Dbehavior Christ

sets his teaching: ‘Out of thine own mouth shat, all the wheels in the factory are still,

and all the operatives are idle. But the mo-

will I judge thee,—sothe Master speaks.

If things were as bad as you say, then, see

ing that you had nothing to lose, and all

gain, could not even despair have lent to your

heart that courage which it needed, and ha

taught the way to carve victory out of defeat?
There is no lack of manly virtue in teaching

like this.

Note, now, the connection between the so-

¢ial virtues and the moral and spiritual co
dition of men,
man courageous? 1f he bad had the sense
the high claims of right and duty, he wou
not have proved so craven.
science is a man of courage.
my best; thevefore my energies shall gd forth

What would have made this

A wan of con-
1t is right to do

and the limit of their days, and adjusted pow-
ers and opportunities in fit harmony with each
othor. How true are Amiel’s words, ‘He al-
so, he above all, is the Great One, unknown,
supremely incomprehensible!” We who mur-
mur that people are eruel in their judgments,
so quick to misinterpret us, who say that the
bitterest thing in life is to be misunderstood,
Low often have we in moments of disappoint-
ment suffered dark and cruel thoughts of God
to rise within us, and persisted in misinter-

to

ve

11-

ment the gate is open—that the ‘if’ is out of
the way, the water rushes in and everything
and everybody is in motion. But ‘if’is not
always a mere negative obstacle. It comes
sometimes as a positive force. 1t marches up.
to the traveler, plants itself béfore him, and
says : You eannob go a step farther in this
direetion until you have fought with and
conquered me. When the school boy, ‘with
his satchel and shining morning faee,” sets
out on his long and weary pilgrimage to the

of

1 preting his providence, and misunderstanding

the purposes of his love! He too, ho above
all, though he is infinite in love and unfailing
in wisdom, he is misunderstood.

temple of learning, the alphabet eries:‘Halt”
Qaptain A mayshals his twenty-five, rank
and file , with X, Y, and Z bringing np the
vear; and many tears bedew that shining face:
before the first literary battleis won.  And

to us: ‘1 thou shaly
the Lord Jesus, anc
heart that God ha
dead, thou shalt be
condition, faith m:
faith in the good Sl
to euter the fold.
acceptance of offer
Liow many stumble
say: Cant I be a C
» Chareh 2 This

Wasted opportunities, unused powers,—this
was the word with which we began; let us
close with it. Conscience should be awake
to the meaning of life, and the high duty of
all to do some good in it. But vanity, con-
coit, exaggerated self-esteem, make us quar-
vel with our place and work. They then turn
us into cowards; they demoralize us, and then
bring the shadow of dark and unworthy thot’s
between us and God.  Well and wise, then, is
he who keeps his conscience clear-eyed and
strong, who brings his life and passions un-
der the rule of right, who looks not for re-
ward, or honor, or chance of distinction, but
just for duty. Every day his powers in the
little duties of life are growing. His capaei
ties are enlarging. Lo begins to see and un-
derstand life. God's methods grow clearer.
Dark questions may remain unsolved, but du-
ties are not left undone. He may have d
but he will not doubt that la
love which encompasses his lif
what may he will not pause
life to murmur that he b
some other task.

to the work put inte my hands.. It is not for
me to compare my chances with those of oth-
ers; but it is for me to do my duty where I
am. With the minor partto play in life’s
dramd, let me at heart do my best. Iam re-
sponsible, not for being without talents or op-
portunities whieh others have, but for using
to the very utmost those which I have. Right
is still right, though done in obscure parts of
the world,and with small chances of applause.’
The man who can thus counsel himself has
the seed of manly courage and truc heroism
within him. Conscience makes cowards of
us all; yet conscience can make heroes of us
all. The man who lives by it has a comrade
who makes him strong to be at all times true.
Thus writes Dante:
‘And I saw a thing which I should be afraid
Without some further proof, even to recount,
If it were not that conscience reassures me
That good companion which emboldens man
Beneath the hauberk of its feelings pure.’
But of this high conscientiousness the man
with one talent had no thought. His mj
dwells on his chances of failure. He
not allow conseience to speak, or daty would j

so again, when the scholar would enter “that
great kingdom of calculation, where the prov-
inces are arithmetic, algebra, and :
he finds its portal guarded by a
of figures in baltle array.
that square single banded, and
from twice 118 2 to 12 times 12
he can zain admission.
life. Turn where w
tempt 1o do, there |
up to dispute our
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the Biblg: Jesus «uid to the Jews in Jerusa
I any man thirst, let him come .un.ln
e, and drink. He was the Imm_t:u'u' ol va-
ing water. To all who came fo I.mu in faith
l.«: wave eternal lite.  But he did not and
could not bestow  that priceless gilt upon
those who did not want it wd would not  go
to him tor it In thus waiting on the I)fnm\n
Jthe gospel conlorms to the laws of na-
wure. ":x’ll!ii:‘ins don’t travel aroud after
thirsty people, and re{resh them. as we wa
Yer our plants with a garden hose. No they
bubble up fresh and free, and wait until men
ave impelled by thirst to come and dvink. 1t
any man is unhappy, it is not because there
is not grace sufficient for him, but because
e will not go to Christ and get it. Lf he

Jem,

will

would only go, he could ‘take the water of

lite freely.

Agam Christ sa)
if any man enter in, he shall be saved.
imagine a sheepfold—a lamb crouching near
the door, but outside, and a lion watching
the lamb and ready to spring upon it.  The
shepherd from within cries: The door isopen.
enter aud yon will be safe. But the lamb
heeds not that inviting voice. He wonders
why lions were made to frighten sheep and
to devour them. and why the good Shepherd,
if he loves his lambsy does not came out and
kill the lion. Such a lamb, even if a lamb
could be sosilly, would represent the folly of
multitudes who linger around our Christian
churches. Christ is the door, and he is an
open door. He invites any and every one
to enter by him; that is, believe in him, and
be saved. But the ‘if’ is imperative. The
condition must be met. The fact that it is so
sy and simple is no excuse for neglecting
it.  On the contrary, it makes that neglect

1] the more inexcusable,

Once more Paul writes fo the Romans and
to us: ‘Il thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesns, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved.” Here is the same
condition, faith manifested by couafession:
faith in the good Shepherd leading the lamb
to euter the fold. That entrance is a public
acceptance of offered salvation. But, alas!
how many stamble at that 1! How many
say : Cant I be a Christian without joining
the Cherch 2 This means: Won't the S[l(}];
herd save me outside the fold? Can’t I trust
him without trusting in the way that bis
wisdom has devised for saving me?  Such
faith is a hypacritical pretense, or a Satanie
delusion,

s I am the door; by me
ow,

e

Finally, our Savior said in his great ser
mon: *I ye forgive men thewr (raspasses
vour heavenly Father will also lorgive yon.
That is a most reasonable, as well as an im
perative condition, [ we believe in forgive
ness, we mast show it.  Forgiveness is not :
one sided thing, hut feur square. It is not an
individual luxary for a favored few, who are
to enjoy it selfishly, but the great law of (he
gospel dispensation. Il we become citizens
of the new kingdom, we must be loyal (o its
radical principle of love, 1I we expect that
God will love us, notwithstanding our sins,

ADVENT (\ SABBATH ADVOCATI : g s

?nl' every nominal believer, would give the
I Ohureh such provailing faith that one would
chase a thousand, and two put ten llmumn«!
to flight. Let us pray for divine help to lll';‘illlx
the power of this stubborn n.lunm_\:llfu »t*
and to meet manfully the conditions of God’s
| grace \—Obadiah Oldschool, in dnterior.
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The Greal Practical Truth.

Turs trath is not one thatis to keep us
gazing into heaven, bat one that is to make
each of us go to his house to render earnest
service. Whatisit? Why, first, that Jesus
is gone into heaven. Jesusis gove! JO“}‘
is gone! It sounds like a kunell. Jesus 1s
taken up from you into heaven I—that sounds
like a marriage peal. He is gone, but he has
gone up to the hills whence he can survey
the battle ; up to the throne, (rom which !w
can send us succor. I see every reason for
going down into the world and getting to
work, for he has gone up into heaven and
~all power is given unto him in heaven and
on earth.) Is not that a good argument?
‘Go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap
tizing them iu the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost? Jesus
will come again. That is another reason for
girding onr loins, because it is clear he has
not quitted the fight, nor deserted the field
of battle. Our great Captain 1s still heading
the conflict; he has ridden info another part
of the field, but he will be back again, per
haps in the twinkling of an eye.

He went up not inspint butin person:
he will come down in person. ‘This samé
Jesus will so come in like manner.” e
went up as a matter of facty not in poelic
figure spiritual symbol, but as a matter of
fact-—This same Jesus’ literally went up
“I'his same Jesus’ will literally come again
e will descend in clouds even as he went
up in clouds; and ‘he shall stand at the Jat
ter day upon the earth’ even as he stood
aforetime. Ile went up to heaven unopposed
no high priests, nor seribes, nor Pharisees.
nor even one of the rabbleopposed his ascen
sion : it was vediculous to suppose that they
could; and when he comes a second time
none will stand against him. Brethren; do
not let anly one spiritualize away all this
from you. Jesus is coming as a matter of
fact. For this is what the men in white ap
paral meant--be ready to meet your com
ing Lord. What is
{ THE WAY T0 BE READY
Lo meet Jesus ¢ If it is the same Jesus that
went away from us who is coming, then let
as be doing what he was doing before he
went away. Ifitis the same Jesus that is
coming we cannot possibly put ourselves in-
0 a posture of which he would hetter ap
rove than by going about and doing good.
[f‘y()ll would weet him with joy, serve him
with earnestness. If the Lord Jesus Christ
were o came to day I should like him (o,
lind me at wy studying, praying and preach
l,“g'. \:\/uu]d you not ]il:‘e him to find you in

4 T of'the street preaching,

43

and she was doing her duty by keeping the
home tidy 3 I thoaght he look «l mare bhean-
titul with her pail beside her than if she had
been dressed according to the latest fashion.
[ said to her, When the Lord comes sudden-
lv, 1 hope he will find me doing as you were
Liuinxz-—munoly, fulfilling the duty of the
hmn:.' 1 want you all to get ywur pails
without being ashamed of them. Serve the
Lord in some way or other ; serve him alway;
serve him intencly; serve him more and
more.—Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.
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The Correct System of Giving

SoME are wont to ignore and others to de-
cry system in bringing the church up to her
privilege in giving, and prefer to leave it to
the impulse or inclination of those who give.
They regard the results of snccessful church
work as the child regards the motion of the
hands across the face of the clock—having no
idea of the hidden motive power and the re-
lation of nicely adjusted spring lever and
wheel to moving hands. The unthinking and
untaught see nothing to suggest order in the
arrangement of the earth and heavens,but the
student of God's handiwork stands with awe
and reverence as investigation reveals the sys-
tem of crystal, layer and strata, or as science
draws aside the curtain of night to reveal
group, cluster, nebula and ulterior systems,
each moving with such nicety of adjustment
that not the fraction of a second is lost in the
onward course of the centuries.
The crippled financial condition of the re-
ligious boards and charitable societies is the
natural result of the lack of system in secur-
ing the coutributions of the individual mem-
bers of the various denominations of Chuist
ian workers. Giving will not become system-
atic of itself. It must be made systematic;
and this implies order and method. Too many
congregations have absolutely no system at
all.  Aud others adopt such methods as gnaw
at the very heart, and kill every principle of
true benevolence. Any plan which parades
names and amounts, and seeks to induce peo-
ple to contribute because it will be blazed
abroad,or prompt one to contribute an amount
equal to,or greater than, that given by anoth-
er, that they may appear more generous in
?he eyes of the world, is false and ruinous in
its (jﬁ‘ects.. There is no objection to publiei-
fy, if p\}l{lxcity is not made the motive power
m‘obtammg the contribution. When Christ
s"z.ud, ‘Let not thy left hand know what thy
ugl_xt hand doeth,’ he did not mean that our
giving was to be kept secret; e meant that
e Tght b should 2ot e sl ot
' ad, 1g it furtively, whisper behind
);’1;1‘ back, “How generous I am; how liber-
tho ikt Londshoutd e o et
T ) & know what it is itself
doing.  He did not say, “Let not thy right
hand know what thy right hand doeth)j" lgHe
:i\unt "(D\,l_lit,.]fmp telling yourself how gen-
S you ave. " —LRev. Sylvanus Stall A. 3.
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T thy Words giveth

Marion Il;‘ Tuesday, May 5,
z Editor.
The Word of Go
‘WHEN ye recei ved the word of God. . . V!

i itn s rd of men, but
cceived it nol as the wor 1 L
i I the word of God which effectually

js in trut I tually
J\\'(;:-)lielh also in you that believe.’ 1 Thess.
2: 13.

st of the

In this passage we have a contra -
word of God with the word of men. The
word of men s frequently fallible.unreliable,
untrustworthy 3 while God’s word is :_llm\ys
reliable, infallible and trastworthy in the
highest and fullest sense. The Lord through
the prophet Isaiah gives us another conm}st
of his thoughts and ways with man’s. _‘l<ot
my thoughts are not your thoughts. neither
ys'my ways saith the Lord: for
are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts higher than your thoughts.” 55 8-9.
Infinitely higher in every respect are God’s
ways, thoughts and words than man’s. Again
David says: ‘The words of the Lord are pure
words; as silver tried in a furnaee of earth,
purified seven times. Psa. 12: 6.

In view of the fact that 1t is impossible for
God to lie, and that his words are infallible,
people now as in the days of Ezra should
tremble at the woril of the God of Israel.
Kara 9: 4. We are repeatedly called upon
in the Scriptures to ‘hearken unto the word
of God,’ and to obey his Jaws and command

are your wa
as the heavens

ments.
The second command of the decalogue for

bids 1mage worship and gives the following

reason, ‘For I the Lord thy God am a jeal-

ous God.” We do not attach the same mean

ing to this word jealousin this connection,
as is attached to it when applied to a jealous
Jover, husband, or wife but we attach to it
the second definition Webster gives, namely,
anxiously careful and concerned for any-
thing; solicitous in a matter affecting char-
acter or honor.” This. then,would teach that
God is anxiously careful and solicitous that
mankind should develop a holy character in
harmony with his commands. His dealings
with mankiud show this trait of character by
sending bis own Son to redeem us, by giving
us instruction, line upon line and precept
upon precept, by revealing his purpose con-
cerning the earth, and by offering mankind
eternal life on condition of obedience.

In consideration of the fact that God is so
anxiously concerned for our welfare, and has
given us his infallible word that we might be
furnished unto all good works, it is evidently
our duty as obedient children to receive the
word of God, not as the word of men, but as
it js in deed and in truth the word ol God.
Notwithstanding this many continne to re
ceive it simply as the word of men. Even
among professed Christians the degrees of
confidence placed in that word varies won-
derfully. It is not from lack of evidence that

their confidence is weak in the word of God,
but because of the carnality in man’s nature.
Paul says: ‘Ihe carnal mind is enmity
against God, for it is not subject to the law
of God neither indeed can be. Rom. 8: 7.
This carnality is to be conquered and held
in subjection. The apostle to the Hebrews
gives us warning on this pomnt as follows:
“Take heed. brethren, lest there be in you an
evil heart of unbeliel in departing from the
living God.” 3: 12-_The source of unbelief is
in an evil heart. When God warns there is

" | great faith.

| degrees of farth DO
those ‘of little
ose that are
ith’ or ‘rich

We have also yarious 1
ken of in the Scriptute fxom
faith,’ ‘weak in the faith’ u‘;l(;) (il"ln
b meant faifh,b Btpon i 06 O
i:t %lrwz‘tﬂllith." Furthermore Gml~ lmls "f]:‘:ﬁ
provisions for those that are weak m)t \fm‘] of
to grow strong until they become me |
The measure of our hu‘lh is i }9
measure of our stength in the religious life-
These brethren at Thessalonica were S‘f""g
in the Lord and in the power of his might,
because they recived the word of God not a8
the word of men, but as 1t is indeed and in
truth the infallible word of God. :
The apostle further informs us that this
word ‘effectually worked’ in them that l)‘e-
lieved. The word of Godis the means .ior
our sanctification. We are to be sanctified
through the truth. ‘Nowareye clean t,hroughy
the word which I have spoken unto you,
says our Savior. ‘Let the words of Christ
dwell in you richly,’ says Paul. This word
of God working in these brethren effectually
made them a model chureh. The apostle
commends them as follows: ‘Ye were ex-
amples of all that believe in Macedonia and
Achaia, from you sounded out the word of
the Lord, not only in Macedonia and Achaia,
but also in every place your faith to Ged-
ward is spread abroad” 1 376

The apostle eommends this church at
Thessalonica above all other churches, be-
cause the truth of God had its desired effect.
upon their lives. They turned from serving
idols to serve tbe living and true God and to
wait for his Son from heaven. v. 10. They
not only believed in the second advent of
Christ, but some of them were led to enter-
tain the thought that he might come in their
day. This mistake Paul corrected in his
second letter.

This strong belief in the second coming of
Christ, strengthened their faith, confirmed
their hopes and purified their hearts, John
tells us that he that hath this hope of the
soon coming of Christ purifies himself even
as he (Christ) is pure. No doubt this doc-
trine had much to do in making them the
model church in the days of the apostles.

Mr. Moody, the great evangelist. saysin
one of his sermons that there is no other
doctrine that depreciates bank stocks, rail-
road stocks, mining stocks, and all other
worldy values as the doctrine of the soon
coming of Christ. This takes the world out
of man and fills him with Christ and glory
when heartily believed.
These early Christians ‘waited’ for Christ
from heaven. They did not wait for death
from heaven, for death does not come from
heaven. Death is froin beneath, life comes
trom heaven. Neither did they expcet their
reward at death. They had doubtless read
the following promise of our Savior: ‘For
the Son of man shall come in the glory of
his Father with his angels; and then shall
he reward every man according to his works’
Matt. 16: 27. Having received this as the
infallible word of God and not as the word
of men, they are still waiting for his return
from heaven to reward them with a crown
of life.
Moreoven: this model church was a Sab.
bath k'eep.mg Church. They could not do
otherwise if they regarded the word of God
as transcendently superior to the word of
men, for God had said ‘the seventh day is
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, in it thou
shalt not do any work.” On the other hand
Sunday was al that time only a heathen fes.
hva] in opposition to God and his worship.
Besides all the Christian Churches at this
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prethren that ‘they
churches of G
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But we are expr
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they were not willing to

hide their light under a bushel, l:Ht luboredu
to spread it abroad to others. Paul says of

(hem : ‘For from you sounded ovt the word
of the Lord not only in Macedonia and _Aclm.

ia, but also in every place yorur taith to
God ward is spread abroad’ 1, Thess. 1 7.
In view of all this we may learn an impor

tant lesson from these early Christians to
readily receive the word of God, not as the
word of men, but as it is indeed and in truth
his infallible word. This will cause us to
wait as they did for his Sen from heaven
for the great reward. And in the mean time
we should sound forth the }vord of the Lord
in the regions beyond, that others may re-
joice in the blessed hope of soon seeing the
inauguration of the reign of heaven on earth.
ek S S

The Sabbath—a Priori Argument.

Every thought of God is an eternal law.
All ereated things are God’s thoughts object-
ized—his laws expressed. These laws are at
once the source of created things, and the
rule according to which they exist and
act. In the material world gravitation isa
representative law. If this law were abroga-
ted, creation would fall in ruin. God himsslf
could not withdraw gravitation without de-
stroying all the results which have grown
from it. The same is true in the moral and
spiritual world.

Before anything created can appear,it must
exist as a pure thought in the mind of God-
All human institutions which are right, are
the result of obedience to God’s thoughts as
expressed in the moral unjverse. These laws
revealed, become the rule of human conduct.
Every fundamental law, whether in the mate-
rial or spiritual world, must therefore have
existed as God's thought before creation, and
must continue while things ereated eontin-
ue. Among the fundamental institutions
which meet us at the threshold of history,
stand the Sabbath and marriage. They both
antedate sin.

Eternity is an attribute of God; time is
that measured part of eternity in which cre-
ated .things exist. Applied to man,it is equal
to existence. Because time is an attribute of
God, it is true that ‘in him we live and move
and have our being’ It is clear @ priori,that
God must be represented in human life ;hré'
!us attribute,in order that men may keep him
in memory, worship and serve him as they
ought. Thus, in the eternal fitness of thin
the‘ two fundsmental institutions thro g:;
.whwh the stream of human life is kept'ﬂl:)%v.
ing and pure, in its relations to itself, and
equally strong and pure in its relations to
God, were born with the race. Thq Sabbath
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ARGUMENT FROM SCRIPTURE.
In keeping with the foregoing a priori con-
clusions, we find the S_ubbuth n.t the begm—
ping of sacred history, linked with crentm;x,
and founded upon the example o.f Je‘lmva‘l.
The story of creation 13 presented in (r_euesxs
under the figare of a week’s work. This cre-
ative week of God is as {nxgns_nl'faless as are
bis power and wisdom. It is }uhmtply longer
than the haman week, which is modeled after
it. This was necessary that the example of
God might become the basis of his command-
ment. That command bids us do in our sphere
of action as God did in his. This truth re
lieves the Sabbath question of the pettifog-
ging which is sometimes attempted concern-
{ug the length of the creative days and the
yelation between God's Sabbath and man’s.
The divine week and the human week are
identical in form and order; in extent, they
are as different as the divine power is differ-
ent from the human.
Two important questions arise at this point.
1. Why was the seventh day chosen as the
Subbath? God could not cummemorate the
work of creation until it was completed. It
was not completed until the close of the sixth
day. Hence, no day previous to the seventh
could have been chosen as the Sabbath. Pre-
vious to the seventh day, creation was only a
‘becoming.” With the opening of the seventh
day it sprang into full being. This, there-
fore was creation’s birthday, and hence the
only day that could be chosen to commemo-
rate the rest of God from the completed work
of creating.
2. The seventh day became the Sabbath by
virtue of the acts of Jehovah. God rested
on that day, hence the sacredness arising
from his example can pertain to no other day.
God blessed that day and hallowed it, be-
cause he had rested upon it. Thus the ele-
ments of sacredness and commemorativeness
are inseparably connected with the day. I[f
the law be applied to another day, it becomes
meaningless, for the law demands a day
thus made sacred, and no other day than the
seventh could have been made sacred for
those reasons. Nor can the seventh day cease
to be thus sacred until it shall cease to be a
fact that God rested upon that day and blessed
it. This can never be. Any other day ob-
served for other reasons has another lan-
guage, speaks of other things, and hence, can-
not speak to the soul as God designed the
Sabbath should speak. Thus it appears that
God chose the seventh day for good and suf-
ficient reasons, which reasons spring from the
‘eternal fitness of things,” and which co-exist
with our race. Some men talk of the ‘Sab-
bath institution’ as though it were distinet
from the Sabbath law and the Sabbath-day.
this is impossible. ~An institution is the out-
growth of organic law. Refuse or neglect to
obey the law, and you destroy the institution.
During the late rebellion the institutions of
the United States government ceased to exist
wherever the laws of that government were
disobeyed. So he who refuses to obey the
Sabbath law, destroys, as far as his power ex-
tends, the Sabbath institution.— Z%e Qutlook.
—_———————
Growth Means God.
L Have just been feeding my stock—horses
and colts, cows and calves, hogs and pigs.
_I fed them all with hay. They ate ic greed-
ily. for 1t was good hay ; and they all seemed
to be doing well. While they were eating I
Was thinking. And as it is too wet to plow
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These colts are growing. Growing means
more bone, more muscle, more fat, more
teeth enameled, more hoof, more hide, more
hair, more mane, more tail, larger eyes,more
nerves, more {endons, lengthened arle':l'les
and veins, a proportional enlargement of the
heart, the lungs, the digestive organs.'l.he
viscera, etc., ete. It takes a thousand tlm_lgs
to make a colt, and there must be something
added to each of these thousand things every
day, as the colt increases in size. and be-
comes a horse. Now where does the colt
get a little more ail the time to add to U'I?SG
thousand things? All out of the hay. l.lxe
dried grass that I feed him furnishes !nm
bone and skin and hair; and it goes just
where it is needed. It goes to the different
parts of the animal in just the right propor
tions. It does not make too much of any
one thing. or fail to make enough of any.

Now take the dried grass to the most skill-
ful chemist. Tell him to analyze it, and see
if he can get flesh and bone and hair out of
it as the colt does, and he will tell you that
he can’t do any such thing. The wonder
{0 me is that my colts, and every body else’s
colts the world over, can do what these men
of science can’t do.

But here is something stranger yet: The
calves eat the same hay, and they make out
of it differently shaped bones and hoofs, dif
ferent flesh and fat, from which the colts
make, They make horns, too, and the colts
don’t. And the cows, feeding beside the
horses, make milk out of the hay, and milk
is a very curious liquid. It contains cascine
and albumen, and ever so many other ingre-
dients,all of which come from the hay. Isn’t
there something strange about this¢ It
seems to me that if I had in my barn at
feeding time one of the wise men who think
they can explain everything; that we don’t
need any God ; that their theory of evolution
and their laws of nature, are sufficient for
making the world and for keeping it a-going
—it seems to me that I could puzzle him by
Jjust pointing to my horses and cattle,

Now suppose that [ had three machines ;
that when I put bay in one of them and
turned the crank awhile, out would come
carpets of perfect texture and beautiful col
ors. Then, if I put the same kind of hay
into another machine, and turned the crank
awhile, out would come sets of porcelain,
plates, cups and saucers, etec.—all perfectly
fshaped. enameled,and painted. And,tinally,
if Ishould put hay into a third machine, the
result would be books, well printed, elegant-
ly bound, anq profusely illustrated. What
woul_d the scientists who know all about
m’akmg worlds say to my machines: Would
n’t they think there was something about
them that was never dreamed of in their
philosophy ?

But I havg in my barn yard a score hy
more of nywhmes fully as wonderful. They
are workm.g up the hay into hundreds of
dlﬁe.renb things, and into just the right pro-
portion of each, while I write. Did a law of
nature .make these machines? and do the
laws of nature keep them going? Or, is
there not a wise and powerful being who
created each one of them, and who superin-
tends all their operations?

It is said that Robespierre,
the effects of atheism in France, exclaimed :
*If there is no God, we must make one ; fo‘r
We cannot get along without him.’ So :nust
every man feel that he has not permitted
that ‘dangerons thing,” a ‘little learning,’ to

magnify his self-conceit and minify hjs
common sense.

when he saw

this morning, I will write my thoughts.

SABBATH ADVO CATE

infidel philosophy of our day, 13 !o. shevr.
atheism. Men want to get rid of the idea of
a personal God—a great, wise, and good I?T]
ing who made, upholds, and governs a .
lh‘irngc. But grand, solemn, and mysterious
as that idea is,it is the simplest explanafl_ml
of the wonders that we see around us. -lhe
grass is growing all over our hills and plains.
Why? The soil was tull of seeds, ws are
told, and the rain has made them germinate.
But water can't make grass out of seeds.
Here is a chair factory all completejnnq lum-
ber piled up in it. And now a fireis kindled
under the boiler, and the wheels revolv"e:
but no chairs is turned out. Why? The
chair-muker has not come to put the Jumbre
into the lathes. Nature during winter or a
drouth is hke that factory, full ot']uml)er‘bu(,
without steam. Nature,whan the sun shines
and the rain falls, is like the factory \\'!:en
the steam is up, and the wheels are in motion.
Nature is God's workshop. It is the gra_nd
factory in which he is making all the while
the many, the numberless things tha_u we
speak of as growing. With all our science
we don’t know what growing really is, and
the most sensible notion we can get of it is
this—the presence of the omnipresent One
superintending the operation of the laws and
forces that he has ordained. All growth re-
quires something higher and mightter than
what we call law. It is not mechanical
merely, it is vital. And as the cause of a
thing must be greater than the thing itself,
the cause of all this living growth must be
a living agent. An invisable Spirit must
brood over field and fold. That Spirit's work
far transcends the bower and skill of man. .
Hence, it is a superhuman Spirit. It is the
spirit of God. Here we rest. We cannot
rest in any other idea of nature,

When Mungo Park sat down in the Afri-
can desert, alone, lost, hungry, sick,footsore,
heartsore and just ready to give up in utter
despair, he saw alittle flower. It was like
the vision of an angel. He said: ‘God is
here. Only his hand could have fashioned
that flower. And he who fashioned it can
take care of me., So we should feel as we
look on a blade of grass. In everything that
lives, and moves, and grows, and blooms we
see proof of the wisdom and the power of
an omnipresent God.— Rusticus,n Occident,

—_——————

Faith and Experience.

Ezra had a four months’ Jjourney in coming
from Babylon to Jerusalem. From Ezra Si
22 we learn that he had been telling the
king of his confidence in God. But God
often makes us prove our public utterances.
And, so, when the time comes to start for
Jerusalem, Ezra is ashamed to ask the king
for an escort, because he had formerly told
the king : *The hand of our God is upon all
{em for good that seek him.’ So they fasted
S entreated of

and besought God and he wa,
months later Ezra knew the

them. Four
word of the Lord to be true in tw.

0 ways.
He had 1t, not only as a matter of faith, lin‘.
as a matter of experience. He proved, by
experience, that the ‘good hand of God ,was

3 )

uwpon hlm‘(()hap. 7:9). The Bible is the
lord of God. But God himself is behind
the Book, to carry it into effect, Hence the
force of the rebuke of the Lord Jesus to the
Sadducees, ‘Ye do errnot knowing the Serip-

tures, nor the power of God.)— &
e s UL
Tuere are slaves in all i
i countries a
various colors ; but the mos ignoble l;?l d:f

The tendency of Positivism, and of all the

based of all slaves is he who i
g :
OWn appetites and passions, Wy N
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loud, incoherent, almost violent, s0 that they . 4
pnssing by shall say, W hat ave these mad men The M‘ra("l_e_f_‘_‘ ProPhecy
muttering? Fhere is a saneé madness,s mad-
ness with method, a tempest of the
which dwells the epirit of sovereignty . the facts of history is so great that few minds
peace, Again and again we have claimed that v priap b TITY 0L only twelse or thir.
enthusiasm must return to the Cl\u.rch ‘nof.lry toex: but” twenty five centuries of history
mechanical stipulation; Dut by an inspiration| 5,14 have fallen out exactly as it was fore.
not of man, a mighty action of God. told in the days of Daniel they would. isa
¢All flesh shall see it together. :I‘he Old marvel tnat nothing but incarnation itself
Testament is not & aniversal book in MaNy oo exceed. It is a stupendous miracle in
Jines; it is the Jews’ book; it leads a certain | o world of mind—that world which rises
people, cares for tliem, makes them rich ‘",th high above the world of matter. It evinces
a thousand pro:aises, and strong with invio-| ;11 ove markedly the finger of God than any
lable and redundant securities; but now and|ere physica] sign, however great. could do,
But, if hambled or exalted, again it flashes out into the greater huma.ni- It appeals to the intelligence of the human
All are called to task divine, ty, the larger love; the redeeming, yearning | pind : it challenges the recognition not of
All but aid aiike to carry’ spirit, that would not that any should be in|¢he senses, but of the conscience. it sets a
Forward one sublime desigh- : darkness whilst it has a light to offer. We|seal of supernatural wisdom on thes entive
should however, do the Bible injustice if we | Bible. None but God could have delineat-
thought of its caring for any one people exclu-| ed Leforehand the Papal power. -Its very
sively; it is making for itself a point of origin, | naturalness forbids the possibility of its be-
a point from which its action can proceed, |ing the [ruits of imagination. That a power
with the larger completeness and with the| claiming to act for God, to be ‘as God, aund
higher force. Wherever God has cared for |and enthroned in the temple of God or
any one he has by implication cared for all | Christian Chureh, should yet be his most de-
men. Even God must begin somewhere. The termined enemy, the opposer of his faith, the
destroyer of his saiuts, the great agent of

making sun.
{ar, may ve trusted till we reach tl
— I, Gratton Guinness, F. R. 3.
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Jverlasting ght shines o'er It
Effective Preaching.

g maxim of Paul ; *Preaching
crucified 2 not with wisdom ot wor
cross be made of none effect,’
milestone from which many roac
into what fields of thonght they

I'he church is largely léavene

world, adopts worldly maxims, a
gospel in worldly charms, seeki
ing it attractive lo make it ef
pulpit sometimes becomes a pla’
tures more fit for the tyceum, a1
a stage for dramalic acting mor
heater! The service of sacred
od into a display of art, in whic
10 westhetic taste takes the plac
vipe savor and flavor of wors
house, where ‘the Lord alone ¢
ed,’ classical music is exalted
papists are hired to lead us in
profane, drunken organist s
{he keys of the grandest of i
play out the congregation, an
jmpressien of the gospel. Wi
cathedrals, furnish them witl
gold, adorn them with the pe
of art; then we have concerts
fairs and festivals, entertain
sions; and we say, ‘Surely w¢
people to the house of God."
come. The writer went to a
on the Pacific Coast, where ¢
preacher had his throne, and
warbled music ; there were
ances by organ and quartet
grand oration, but the chur
halt empty.

Do you ask : Where is that clty f
Where the perfect rlght doth relgit ?
1 must answer, I must tell you

That you seek its site in yain,
o

You may roati o'er hill and valley
You may pass o'er land and sea,
You may search the wide earth over—
"Pisa city yet to bes
Ve are builders of that ety ;
All our joys and all our groans
Help to rearits chining ramparts
All our lives are building-stones.
Tumblest service—=
or break the soil: .

: Py miracle of the existence of these proph.
soul 1njl e ; Fhare fulblment
ecies in the boolk, and of their fulfillment iy

Some can do but
Tew rough stones,
While the few alone may gather
Joy and honor from their toil.

While the few may plan the arches,
And the fluted columns fair,

And immortal thought embody,
And immortal beauty there.

What that plan may be we know not,
How the seat of justice high,

How the city of our vision
Will appear to mortal eye—

. Phat no mortal eye can picture,
‘Phat no mortal tongue can tell,
We can barely dream the glories
Of the future’s citadel.

But for it we still must labor,
For its sake bear pain and grief,

Tn it find the end of living
And the anchor of belief.

But a few brief years we labor;
Soon our earthly day is o'ery

Other builders take our places,
And ‘our place knows us no more.

But the work that we have builded,

Lord Jesus Christ began where he could. e
accommodated himself to the moods and needs
of the people; he himself might have begun at
many a point not withix the range of human
imagination, but he was content to sit down
with men,and to say to them,in effect, ‘Where
can we begin? What wilt thou? And when
the thing was uttered he said, ‘Believest thou
that I am able to do this? and when the an-

Satan on the earth; thatit should by fraud
and corruption and false pretense rule the
world for ages from the very same seven-
hilled central city whence it had already
been raled for other ages by wilitary force;
and that Roman rule should, inits Christ-
ian stage, shed more saintly blood than in its
pagan stage—all this could never have been

Sueh charms do not perm
eyes of men to God's house
hisaitars and feasts. Zion’

peculiar to herself; they
‘worid, even as he is not of
chureh, robed in the world
dra the world to he

he infection of th

Oft with bleeding hands and tears,

anticipated by man, but only foretold by

swer was, ‘Yea Lord,” the word was hardly ut-
tered until the miracle was completed. Here
we have an escape from locality and Jdimita-
tion of every kind, and the prophecy culmi-
nates in a benefaction to ‘all flesh.’
This is the gospel in Isaiah; this is the
evangelical dawn; this is the commission of
evangelization in its earliest utterances. We
shall find other words which occur for the
fivst time. It is infinitely interesting to be
present at the birth of words, or at their new
uses, or inaugaration for larger purposes. ‘Ali
flesh? the Jew is there and the Grentile, the
bond and the free, the mighty man and his
slave, old men and little children, young men
and maidens,—all flesh shall sce it together;y’
it shall be a coming blessing, a universal do-|.
nation, and impartial revelation of the divine
glory. What is the divine glory but the di-
vine holiness? We must not detach the at-|
tributes of God from his moral majesty. V
cares for Omnipotence, except as a mom
ry wonder, something to be looked at,
ed, gazed upon with more or less
mouthed wonder? There is nothi
ken by itself, but fi '
overwhelming stress, a
when we speak of the

God. It is a demonstration which eandor
cannot resist of the divine inspiration of the
Holy Book. : A

Is not this a practical resul
cism carp as it may, it cannot
to this gigantic fact, that twe
ries of history have, in their
exactly corresponded with
We are bound to cone!
bears the prophecy
ly guided pen. The

And in error and in anguish,
Will not perish with ouryears.

It will be at last made perfect
In the universal plan;

Tt will help to crown our labors
Of the toiling hosts of man.

It will last and shioe transfigured
In the final reign of right;
1t will merge into the splendors
Of the city of the light.
— Prof. Feliz Adler.

The Glory of the Lord Revealed in
Christ.

AxD the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together.”. Isa. 40: 5.
Here we want trampets and organs, thun-
dering voices, and all the great solemn winds
that ever careered round the earth, yea, an
oceans mighty plash and roar, to express the
glorious thought. [Even here we shall have
the co-operation of nature in the expression
of thankfulness. What is it that makes all
things musical but the miracle working sun ?
For a time he is baffled in his best ministry
by the cruel east wind ; but he will presently
melt it, or make it ashamed of its abortive at-
tmgpﬁs, hs:;l send it into some other quarter;
and it shall come to us with penitential voice, ly 50 mu
TR G i v, L
tution, from the southwest, and will pray to! dist : :
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firacle of Prophecy.
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ractical result? Let crifi-
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wed with Bible predictions.
conclude that the page that
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‘he tremendous importance
VI need not indicate. I
‘ou to reverence this book..
inthe last day. Heaven
ass away, but not a jot or
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lises. They are as sure as
remble before its warning
¥ will as assuredly be ful-
have been. Study its
er think you know it all
as is the mind from which
ve been studying it more
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[ wisdom which exceeds
raries on earth, And re-

rtainly as it unveiled be-
history of the church in
" does it unveil and illum=

jnate her critical preseut and glorious future.

The guide hook that has proved true thus
far, may e trusted till we 1each the goal.
—I{. Gratton Guinness, F. . /7. S.
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Effective Preaching.

Tue maxim of Paul : *Preaching of Christ
crucified : not with wisdom of words, lest the
cross be made of none eflect,” is a golden
milestone frum which many roads lead—and
into what ficlds of thought they open!

The church is largely léavened with the
world. adopts worldly maxims, and robes the
21 in worldly charms, seeking by mak-
it attractive (o make it effective. The
pulpit sometimes becomes a platform for lec-
tures more fit for the lyceum, and sometimes
a stage for dramatic acting more fit for the
theater! The service of sacred song is turn
ed into a display of art, in which an appeal
to wsthetic taste takes the place of the di
vine savar and flavor of worship. In his
house, where *the Lord alone shall be exalt
¢d. classical music is exalted, pagans and
papists are hired to lead us in praise; or a
profane, drunken organist sometimes uses
the keys of the grandest of instruments to
play out the congregation, and play out the
impressien of the gospel  We build Gothi¢
cathedrals, furnish them with crimson and
¢old, adorn them with the pencil and chisel
of art ; then we have concerts and lectures
fairs and festivals, entertainments and excur-
and we say, ‘Surely we shall draw the
people to the house of God.” But they do not
come. The writer went to a splendid church
ou the Pacific Coast, where a silver-tongued
preacher had his throne, and a choir of artists
warbled music ; there were seven perform-
ances by organ and quartette, and then a
grand orationl, but the church was more than
halt empty.

Such charms do not permanently draw the
eyes of men to God’s house, and their feet to
his altars and feasts. Zion’s attractions are
peculiar to herself; they ‘are not of the
worid, even as he is not of the werld.” The
chureh, robed in the world’s charms, instead
of drawing the world to hersell and to Christ,
takes the infection of the worldly spirit;
therefore her Master bade her keep herself
‘unspotted from the world,’ *hating even the
garment spotted by the flesh!’—Arthur S.
Pierson, D D.

e T —

On The Track.

As we approach a corner of the street, if
there 15 a wagon near by, we do not feel safe
to take our eyes off it, until we see whether
it is likely to cut across onr path. Not so,
however, with the street car. One glance is
enough. We are sure it wili keep the track
unless sometlhing unusual throws it off.

Just so with members ol she church. Some
are on the track, and we hardly glance at
them : we expect them (o keep right on un-
less somethine very unusual happens; we
would be urprised if they collided
with us or crossed our path. But others are
rarely on the track. They are like the wag

ons, on and off, dodging up one street and
down another, and nobody but the driver
knows which way they are likely to go. We
do not feel safe unless we keep a bright look
out on their movements, to see whether they
are likely to run into us and damage us.

How much smoother. easier, safer, more
rapid and more satisfactory every way, is
our traveling when we keep the track. We
can draw heavier loads. We don't subject
everybody and everything on the team to

"ADVENT & SABBATH ADVOCATE o
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The opening at the switch may \most |
imperceptible. but who can tell where |t‘\v1ll

send us if it is too far open, and what (hsns‘
trous results may follow our switching ({[L
Our carelessness may ruin some one physic

ally, mentally, morally,- and eternally.—
Christian Standard.

Not My Way.

Thy way, not mine, O Lord,
Howeyer dark it be ;

Lead me by thine own hand,
Choose out the path for mne.

Smooth let it be, or rough,
It will be still the best;

Winding or straight, it matters not,
It leads me to thy rest.

I dare not choose my lot;
I would not if T might.
Choose thou for me, my Lord,
5o shall T walk aright.—Bonar.
LETTER DEPARTMENT,

rd spake often one
kened and heard
it, and a book of remembrance was written before
him for them that feared the Lord, and thought
upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith
the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make ap
my jewels.” Mal. 6-17.

that feared the L

From Sister Haltie Green.

Broruers and Sistees in the Lord: I am
still on the Lord’s side. They that fear the
Lord speak often one to another. Thanks to
our heavenly Father that he careth for us.
We will ever try to be faithful; for if the
Lord is for us who can be against us ¢ Home
sweet home of the blest. O how I long for
the Lord to ¢dme, that I may be at home.
and be ever at rest; where we shall be happy
as we walk up and down and see our loving
Savior. Who would not like to be there, and
that glory to share, and ever be with the
Lord? Yes I for one do trust in the Son ; for
there I shall receive my reward.  We have
trials on our way ; let us look up and trust
and pray, and he wil! never let us lose our
way. Remember me in your prayers.
Mayesville, Mo.

To the Brothers and Sisters greeting : This
is the Sabbath of the Lord our God, but it is
lonesome. I try not to be, but1am. I have
been reading the Avvocare and Bible to-day
as | do every Sabbath. I have not heard
any Advent preaching since December, and
I'am getting hungry to hear the word preached
again. Myself and little ones have worship
every Sabbath forenoon ; we call it Sabbath
School. I sing and read a chapter, and pray,
sing again; then my two oldest with me
read a chapter together, neither of them can
read, so they repeat after me; then they say
the Lord’s prayer. They can repeat almost
all of it alone. After their prayer they re
peat their Bible verses,which are twelve ver-
ses now. They like the Sabbath School. The
oldest child 15 (or will be soon) eight years
old. the next is five, and my baby is three :
she helps to sing, :
Bro. Long I thank you for sending me tha
A?VOCATK. It wasa glad surprise to me, [
think it is the best Christian paper that 1 ev.
exread. I would like so much if I could gel
some one interested. 1lend the paper =to
my neighbors,but two or three is all they care

such jolting and grumbling.

for, they never want any more, and they will

Whoever eise gets off, shall you and L keep | soon comi
on ? If we do so we must wateh the switches, ! no one knows

and stones, and obstructions of every kind. ! change t
be almost | Jive handy to the church

mer,
tendent. and they have s
and as 1 am (rying to be

not listen when I try to talk to them of the

ing of Christ. They oitln_)r say that
any thing about it,or they
he wu‘;jw:i as soon as they can. We
and [ thought we
would attend the Sunday b‘rhcml_ this sum-
but they have puta sinnr{lj in superin-
inners for teachers,
Chliristian T do not
Ly a sinner. Mr. Brady
thinks I am wrong.but [ do not think so. Dv
you think I am wrong ? Well 1 will cliyru
for this time hoping that my le'tler may find
a place in the Department. Yours in hope

propose to be tanght

of eternal life. :
Burnips Corners, Mich.
g s alies

From Bro. Henry Brosius.

Dear Bro. Loxa : 1 have kept the Sabbath
for the last nine years including all other
commandments of God and they are my de-
Jight. I do like to speak like David about
the commandments, in the 19th and 119th
Psa. I do not find it hard to keep them. A
woman last year told me at a holiness meet:
ing that [1()1)7)<I)v could keep God’s (:()IXIIH:\,I‘Ulv
m;enls, and stili she claimed holiness. The
Bible tells us that God’s commandments are
not grievous, not hard, I find it just as the
Bible says, aud if the brethren and sisters
would 0;1]_'.' read enough in God’s word, they
would find that God proves us in all things.
Reau Psa. 66: 10-12; 12: 6. God tried Abra-
ham, Job, Christ and in fact all the saints,
and 1s thus proving us. A good many of the
so called commandment-keepers fail; some
do keep the fourth commandment, the Sab-
bath, very strictly, but fail to keep the first,
ninth and tenth commandients, of which to
my greet sorrow I found among the 8. D, A.
brethren ; especially those that tickle the
vanity of those at the head of S. D. A. insti
tution. I find that when God finds me faith-
ful he helps me through all difficulties,
though at the time, I could not see my way
out.

May we all be found faithful in every com-
mand and find a home in God’s kingdom
which will surely be set up on this earth
when Christ comes. I enjoy reading the Ap-
vocare and MisstoNary. Thanks be ‘to God
for them ; and that we are not all together
without them, and should be compelled to
keep 8. D. A. papers that are so full of men’s
doctrine and their tradition. I am thankful
to God that he Pas blessed me with some
means to assist in this work, and if he con-
tinues to prosper me Ishall aim to give as
much next year as this. Your brother in
hope of eternal life,

California.

OBITUARY NOTICES.,

Fern asleeep, April the 23rd, my dear

grand child, Anna May, Youngest daughter
o_f William and Annie O, Jobncocks of Prai-
rieville, Barry Co., Mich., aged twelve years
and two days. Sermon

d by Eld. John -
Lam.. Text: Blessed and holy is he that hlgfh
part in the first resurrection, for on such the
seco_nd death hath no power. Rev. 20: 6. Our
darling 'Amm May was far in advance of her
years in stature, intellect and industry
What is our loss is her gain ; -she is takexi
from the trials and temptations of this sinftul
world and she calmly sleeps in Jesus. Bless.
ed thought. We shall meet, our darling when
the Life-giver comes. Praise God !
CATuARINE A. Bakeg,

— R S
And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall ;z no more death,
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

“We have 4réceTvcd from the publisher,
L. ‘lvlzst‘i‘::gs. a hymn book entitled Songs of
Pilgrimage containing
hiymns, substan
print and throughly indes I
ent bindings, 75ets $1,00 and $1,25.
1. L. Hastings, 47 Cornhill Boston Mass.

all your need' Phil.

My God shall supply
ek triking fulfillment of

4:19. We have such a8
this passage of seripture that 1 must men-
tion it. Yor several ‘weeks past we have
received a number of letters from poor mem
bers, though rich in faith, stating their na-
bility to pay for
another of the same
appear next week.

the ADVOCATE We €onc
paper to them and also
in last week’s paper-

can rejoice that
Bro. Brosius of Qalifornia to supply their
need. Five dollars of the amount is

kind on hand that will

luded to continue

the ADVOCATE Lo the poor. God thus supplies
further assure him
that his means came in good time to §uppl.3*
our need in printing material ete. It is

your need, and we can

good to trust in the Lord.

~= [1EMS OF INTEREST.
T SaLooss
day.

—
in Ohio are to be closed on Sun

Frrty cities and counties have voted for

prohibition in Missouri.

Tuere was recently 2 heavy
burgh, Va. for two nights,
is thought to be ruined.

Eraury 1wo out of 102 towns in Massachu
setts have voted out the saloon in the recent
elections. ?

Tue New York SuN publishes a record of
1,000 strikes which have occurred in this
country since January 1, 1887,

Tye Indians on the Sioux Reservation are

- said to be reconciled to its being opened, and
ready to sign papers for the sale of the land.

By vote of the TUnited States Senate, April
19th, the southern portion of Dakota was ad-
mitted to. statehood in the Federal Uuion,
under the name of South Dakota.

Reports from Sauk County and other
parts of Wisconsin indicates that chinch bugs
survived the winter in great numbers and
vigor, and farmers are discouraged.

frost in Lynch-
and the fruit

A computation of the statisties of the in-
ternal revenue department shows that the
people of this country spend annually more
than $800,000,000 for liquor.

A cyclone struck the town of Pratt, Kan..
Jate Thursday afternoon, demolishing sever
al houses, Mrs. William Fisher was fatally
injured, and others were bruised by flying
timbers. This is the second cyclone the
town has experienced this season.

Tug committee of five appoiuted by the
anti administration Knights of Labor at Chi
cago last Octoher, Wednesday night issued a
cireular to the order declaring that the mem-
bership has dwindled from 702,000 240,000
that Powderly’s special call for funds fo;
lecturers was really to keep the order out of
bankruptey, and calling on the knights to

e D VENT. &

H.

b44 pages and 1533
F - good

Address

the ADVOCATE and we have

Asall these appreciate | day of
the | chureh, in view of important matters

wrote on this matter | will demand attention at t
But all these persons|General Conference.
God has opened the heart of

to send

e e
SABBA i
= e Aust ralia
the streets |
he milk is
zen o

Tug temperance reformers of
have a large milk palace i one ol
of Melbourne. 1n cold weather the
either hot ot spiced. in stmmer fro
iced milk is sold.

Bisiop W ARBEN saw in Sh{mghi n;o:]\;i:
eighteen feet in diameter in which 1!1ehtnf ‘
of murdered babies were piled up eigl eef
high. This is an illustration of the morals O
heathenismi

No improvemen

t of the winter wheat erop
is reported. Tears are expressgd ‘(hal 1?19
crops will_prove & failnre in Illinois, while
in Ohio, Michigan, and Pacific slope the
plant looks unhealthy. In regard‘to the
spring wheat situation, the weather is back-

Hammond, of the General
Church, as a
for the entire
which

he ap()mnching

President W. 8. .
Conference of the Methodist
fasting and prayer

| Frre at Chester 111, Thnrsday aiternoon
destroyed the three story building of the
Southern Tilinois penitenttarv, occupied by
the Western Boot and Shoe Manufacturing
company,at a 1oss of $17,000 to the State on the
building and from $75,000 to $100,000 to the
contractors on machinery and stock. The
company’s insurance is only about $23,000.

Ar Peoria, 111.. Friday. the Toledo. Peoria.
and Western Rallway settled the last unpaid
claim of damages against it resulting from
the Chatsworth wreck, by paying Leo Hart-
man, of Chicago, $600. The total amount of
claims paid was about $500,000.

New Yorg has a German Prohibition -As-
sociation. It was founded three weeks ago.
wiih forty members. They aim to show that
the salonn is the greatest evil and enemy
against both state and church, and take a de-
cided opposing position.

Tug death of the Bin Said. the late sultan
of Zanzibar, removes. it is said, the most no-
ticeable of all rulers in the Dark continent.
He was the friend and protector of Christ-
ian missions, and did much to open up the
country explored by Livingstone and Stan
ley. to the knowledge of the civihzed world.
he He died at the age of fifty-three yeats.

ANER NN e R
W anTED:—A good. steady, unmarried man.
a Sabbath keeper, to work on a farm, by the
undersigned. If too far to come and see me.
plense write. stating wages etc.

Ballards Falls, Noan Rtcarp.
Washington Co., Kan.

~ APPOINTMENTS

No prevextTixa providence. I will meet the
brethren of Robinson, Ottawa Co.,Mich., Fri-
day May 11h. and remain over Sabbath with
them. Preaching Friday evening at Bro.
Geo. Robmson’s house, and Sabbath and
Sunday where Bro. Robinson may appoint.
Also will meet the brethren of Lacota in
the evening of May 25th, and preach Sab
bath and Sunday as Bro. J. P. Parish may
appoint. Jonx C. Braxch.

Henry Brosius $5.for Mrs. D. A. Smith $1.50
to send Apvocats to the poor $5, for publish:
ing work $37, M. Devoist $2, J. T. Cronk
for Gen. Con. $5, Bunice Russcll $1.50, Phe

join the opposition.

be Aldrich $1.
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% i Books and Trae

| 7he Bible

The Seventh-Day

Ihe Bible Sabbath

A C Long, 1 pages,
Sabbath Desecration=8 pages,

The Time of Christ’s Resurr

no evide

pages,
sacedness in the Bible,

it? an excellent treatise
changed by divine authority, bat by the Pope of
Rome.
No condemnation in Christ; God’s Law of Ten

What is the Seal o
The Kingdom of Heaven
16 pages 4 cents,
ular view of the parable,

cation.
The second coming of Chirist Showing it to be lit

The Christians’

The Rich man and Lazarus,

The Saints’ Diheritance,

ges,
Moody’s Sermon on the Second

ed, showing it to be

Boosived on Subscslpiion for Ad ot 08

I

ts for Bale at this Cfiice
Student's Assistant ;2 compend of
refe -e, embracing a list of the prine
stures proving the éasential
| by Subbataring Adventisig

Scripture
cipal texts of seri
Joints of faith hel¢
rice, 10 cents.
Sabbathy—A ahort 'I‘x"emixo on
the seriparal Tovidences of the Bible San.
bath, showinz that the M\-en.:h day of the week
jn still the @abbath by divine :’\ll“lhrlly; vy
Jacob Brinkerhoff. 52 puges-—price 8 ets.
Defendeds v'§ A F Dugger,

140 pages Price 26 cents.
The lanhhath for both Jews and @Gentiles, by
1 eent,

2 centy, by S K
Brinkerhoff ; & tract for advance work on the
Subpath uestion.
ection, giving the
evidence of ity oceutring on the seventh day of
the week and not on the first, and a harmony
of (he texts on the «ubject, by 1 N Kramer, 23
pages, Price 5 cents, b0 cts per dozelt.

N Kramer, 16

rar ing i weelk late. The Changed Ordinance. by I

yerd ahr sgodinen? AN ONE % pages rice 4 cents nllngle r'upiy, 403(3 per (’i()zeu‘
'his t particularly examines the meeting of

Suxpay, May 6, has been recommen(led by Chirist lt\ll his disciples, showing that there is

nee in them fora change of the Sabbath,

Review of § M Stephenson oD the Sabbatk

Question and Two Laws:a consideration of thy
objections of
the New Testament.
))le(“kl,

No-law people to the Sabbath in
By Jacob Brinkerhoff, 48
g cents.
Thoughts on_the First Day of the Week, 16
by A F Dugger, showing its abserce of
4 cts, 40 ¢fs per dozeu.
Phe Change of the Sabbath, Whe Authorized
showing that it was not
By A. €. Long, 16 pages, price 4 cts.
commandments Perpetual : by Jacob Brink-
erhoff. 8 pages, 2 cts, 15 cts per dozen.
¢ Glod 7—Showing that the Hol

Spirit is the Bible view of the Seal. By bE’.
Brinkerhoff. 8 pp. 2¢ts.

upon the Earth, Its
to be set up at the

literality and location,
by Jacob Brinker-

Savior’s second coming,
Toff, 64 pages, 12 cents.

The Rich Man and Lazarus,—by W C Long,
showing the falsity of the pop:
and also its true appli

eral and personal, by J Drinkerhoff, 8 p 2 cts,
Hope—shown to be in the sec-
ond coming of Christ and +the resurrection
from death; by Jacch Brinkerhoff, 8 pp.,2ets.
Where are the Dead? showing (rom Bible testt
mony that they are in the grave, and motic
heaven. By J« Brinkerhofl, 8 pages, 2 cents.
I showing the applis
cation of the parable, by M C Blanchard, 8
pages, 2 cents,
3 showing the Earth to be
their future abode; by S, E. Brinkerhofl. 24 pa-
rice 6 cents.
coming of
Christ, 8 pages, ¥
‘Fai(h,_ Repentance, and Baptism, by W H
Ibert, 15 pages, price 3 cts, 30 cts per dozen.
The End of the Ungodly, the Fate of the Wick
i their entire Destruction, by
W 'C Long. 16 pages, price 4 cts, 40 ets per dozen.
Ma'wrlle-lsm. by Jacob Brinkerhoff,—1 cent.
_ The l’;vo-}lomed Beast of Rev. ziii., showin
its application to the Papaey, by A © Long, 2-51
pages,—price 5 cents, 50 cts per Qozen. }
The Three Angels' Messages of Revel
12 pages, 8 cty, by A € L%mg. (ot o
Mrs White's Visions and the Seventh Da
Adventists, by Jacob Brinkerhoff, 16 pages actz
 Marks or TBHipsis—Ts it Right ? A brief Exam-
ination of be\'gnth Day Adventist literature rel-
ative to the Visions of their Prophetess, Mg E o
White, by (‘,‘ De Vos, 8 pages, price 1 et., 10 ets
per dozen.  This tract calls particular attention
to the work of suppression in republishivg.
Mrs. B. G. White's Claim to Divine I tion
ﬁf.‘s’"&%idé? H. E’:‘ (‘mrver, showing her vis
rring and human, )
Price 18 cents, post-patd. BabARIESEbcine.
Mrs White’s Visions, a eandid Ex:
A U Cleaves, price 8 cts, 7 ety ;':knﬂon Y

God's Law Perpetual : Its eternal

price 2 cents.

tions,

by W H Ebert: 16 "
cts per dozen., PRESAL; £
The Seven Last Plagues

fulfillment o1 Ro
WHE nlt

.

«Thy Word is

;TOL. XXIIL.
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Marion, \m\'a.s Com

W. C. LoxG,
Joux Braxot,
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TERMS.—Two dollurs per year. O
and a half to new subscribers, Specim
seut free.
Address «Sabbath Advocate,’ Marion
‘Remittances made payable to A. C.
THE ADVQCATE IS devoted to the pro
of the doetrines of the Second Advent
rhe Signs of the Times, the duty of m
observe the Bible Sabbath (the seventh
aeek,) together with the ofher comimal
God, the Nature of Muan, his Uncons
in death, {lie IEnd of the V'Vh:ked, the
stoved to it original glory and _condit
future inheritance and abode of the red
the Kingdom of Repel

God, Faith,
future Judgment,the Resurrection, R
the Prophecies, the Christinn Life, ¥
Bible subjects.

At Jesus' Feet.

«Sitting at the feet of Jesus,
What a blessed, Ilessed |
“Sitting at the feet of Jesus
Bowing at the throne of
Could I wish a bigher st/
Humbly sitting at his 1
Taking allmy cares to Jes
Finding grace and peace
At the feet of Jesus restin
Mary sat with yearnin
Learning lessons, pure &
Choosing much the be!

At the feet of my Redeel
s the ouly place for n
Learning lessons pure a
There 1 ever wish to 1

—Sel. by MATTIE BRADY.

T e
God finding the Rigl

Tor nearly four hundred
hgrd not directly intefered wit
except at Babel. Was he
right man or for the race to
snfinite torecast grasps the
men and times, and mat
issues with reference to L
employed.

Now the Lévd God con
ence 3 the shekinah reappe
« Chaldee of Ur, a Mesop
nothing in the ligh
ad i, hears and I

srael’s election
n is a grand <
cter standiv




